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2 Governing Legislation

2.1  What legislation governs the enforcement of 
arbitration proceedings in your jurisdiction? 

The Ordinance, as defined in the response to question 1.1 above.

2.2  Does the same arbitration law govern both 
domestic and international arbitration proceedings? If 
not, how do they differ?

Yes, the Ordinance governs both domestic and international 
arbitration proceedings.

2.3  Is the law governing international arbitration based 
on the UNCITRAL Model Law?  Are there significant 
differences between the two?

No.  The Ordinance came into force 10 years before the 
UNCITRAL Model Law was adopted by the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law.  There are significant 
differences between the two in that the Ordinance is as sparse in 
its provisions as the Arbitration Act 1889 of England and Wales.  
The law in TCI remains much the same as it was in England and 
Wales before the Arbitration Act 1934.

2.4  To what extent are there mandatory rules governing 
international arbitration proceedings sited in your 
jurisdiction?

The Ordinance make no distinction between domestic and 
international arbitrations, so there are no provisions which deal 
specifically with international arbitrations.

Section 4 of the Ordinance provides that:
 “A submission, unless a contrary intention is expressed therein, shall be 
deemed to include the provisions set out in the Schedule, so far as they are 
applicable to the reference under the submission.”

The Schedule contains nine short paragraphs dealing with, 
inter alia: the number of arbitrators; the timing of the making 
of the award; the examination of the parties by the arbitrators 
or umpire; the examination of witnesses on oath; the final and 
binding nature of the award; and the costs.

1 Arbitration Agreements

1.1  What, if any, are the legal requirements of 
an arbitration agreement under the laws of your 
jurisdiction?

Arbitration agreements are referred to in the Arbitration 
Ordinance (Cap. 4.08) (“the Ordinance”) as a “submission”.  By 
section 2 of the Ordinance, “submission” is defined as “a written 
agreement to submit present or future differences to arbitration, whether or 
not any arbitrator is named therein”.  As such, the only real legal 
requirement is that the arbitration agreement is in writing. 

1.2  What other elements ought to be incorporated in an 
arbitration agreement?

Given the absence of any detailed arbitration rules, we would 
advise that any arbitration agreement incorporates by reference a 
set of procedural rules, whether institutional or otherwise.

1.3 What has been the approach of the national courts 
to the enforcement of arbitration agreements?

We do not have any organised system for the reporting of cases 
in the Turks and Caicos Islands (“TCI”), so it is difficult to 
research a body of local case law; however, based on personal 
experience, the national courts are pro-enforcement of arbitra-
tion agreements.

Section 3 of the Ordinance provides that:
“A submission, unless a contrary intention is expressed therein, shall be 
irrevocable except by leave of the court and shall have the same effect in 
all respects as if it had been made an order of court.”

Section 5 of the Ordinance provides that:
“If any party to a submission, or any person claiming through or under 
him, commences any proceedings in any court against any other party to 
the submission, or any person claiming through or under him, in respect 
of any matter agreed to be referred, any party to such proceedings may at 
any time after appearance, and before delivering any pleadings or taking 
any other step in the proceedings, apply to that court to stay the proceed-
ings and the court, if satisfied that there is no sufficient reason why the 
matter should not be referred in accordance with the submission and that 
the applicant was, at the time when the proceedings were commenced and 
still remains ready and willing to do all things necessary to the proper 
conduct of the arbitration, may make an order staying the proceedings.”
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The common law approach to limitation applies.  Traditionally, 
a distinction was drawn between two kinds of statutes of limita-
tion: those which merely bar a remedy and were treated as proce-
dural (and thus governed by the lex fori ); and those which extin-
guish a right and were treated as substantive (and thus governed by 
the lex causae); however, the modern approach in Commonwealth 
jurisdictions such as Australia and Canada suggests that all stat-
utes of limitation should now be treated as substantive.

3.7  What is the effect in your jurisdiction of pending 
insolvency proceedings affecting one or more of the 
parties to ongoing arbitration proceedings?

This is not addressed in the Ordinance and so there is likely to 
be no effect.

4 Choice of Law Rules

4.1  How is the law applicable to the substance of a 
dispute determined?

By the common law choice-of-law rules.

4.2  In what circumstances will mandatory laws (of 
the seat or of another jurisdiction) prevail over the law 
chosen by the parties?

When the matter at issue is procedural in nature, the law of the 
seat is likely to prevail.

4.3  What choice of law rules govern the formation, 
validity, and legality of arbitration agreements?

The common law choice-of-law rules – which, in the absence 
of an express choice by the parties, is most likely to be the law 
of the seat.

5 Selection of Arbitral Tribunal

5.1  Are there any limits to the parties’ autonomy to 
select arbitrators?

There are none contained in the Ordinance.

5.2  If the parties’ chosen method for selecting 
arbitrators fails, is there a default procedure?

Yes.  In the event that no arbitrator, umpire or third arbitrator 
is appointed within 21 days after the service of a written notice 
by a party on the other parties or the arbitrators, as the case may 
be, to appoint an arbitrator, umpire or third arbitrator, pursuant 
to section 6 of the Ordinance, the Supreme Court may, on appli-
cation by the party who gave the notice, appoint an arbitrator, 
umpire or third arbitrator, who shall have the like powers to act 
in the reference and make an award as if he had been appointed 
by consent of all parties.

5.3  Can a court intervene in the selection of 
arbitrators? If so, how?

There is nothing contained in the Ordinance giving the court 
such power, other than the ability to fill a vacancy.

3 Jurisdiction

3.1  Are there any subject matters that may not be 
referred to arbitration under the governing law of your 
jurisdiction?  What is the general approach used in 
determining whether or not a dispute is “arbitrable”?

The Ordinance does not contain any restriction on the subject 
matters that may be referred to arbitration.

The terms of the arbitral tribunal’s jurisdiction and powers in 
any particular case depend on a proper construction of the arbi-
tration agreement.  The arbitral tribunal must consider the dispute 
in question and then elicit from the arbitration agreement whether 
the parties intended a dispute of the kind in question to be resolved 
by arbitration.  This is a matter of construction and ought to be 
resolved by arriving at the parties’ presumed mutual intention using 
ordinary principles of construction. 

In arriving at the parties’ presumed mutual intention, the 
weight of modern authority supports a presumption in favour 
of a broad or liberal approach leading to “one-stop adjudication”. 

3.2  Is an arbitral tribunal permitted to rule on the 
question of its own jurisdiction?

There is nothing in the Ordinance dealing with this; however, 
it is highly likely that the principle of competence-competence 
would be recognised, allowing the arbitral tribunal to rule on the 
question of its own jurisdiction. 

3.3  What is the approach of the national courts in 
your jurisdiction towards a party who commences 
court proceedings in apparent breach of an arbitration 
agreement? 

See the response to question 1.3 above.

3.4  Under what circumstances can a national court 
address the issue of the jurisdiction and competence of 
an arbitral tribunal?  What is the standard of review in 
respect of a tribunal’s decision as to its own jurisdiction?

This is not addressed in the Ordinance; however, pursuant to 
Order 73, rule 2(2) of the Rules of the Supreme Court 2000, a 
judge may declare that an award made by an arbitrator or umpire 
is not binding on a party to the award on the ground that it was 
made without jurisdiction.

3.5  Under what, if any, circumstances does the 
national law of your jurisdiction allow an arbitral tribunal 
to assume jurisdiction over individuals or entities which 
are not themselves party to an agreement to arbitrate?

This is not addressed in the Ordinance.

3.6  What laws or rules prescribe limitation periods for 
the commencement of arbitrations in your jurisdiction 
and what is the typical length of such periods?  Do the 
national courts of your jurisdiction consider such rules 
procedural or substantive, i.e., what choice of law rules 
govern the application of limitation periods?

There are currently no laws or rules prescribing limitation 
periods for the commencement of arbitrations in the TCI. 
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Attorneys.  Practising law is defined as, inter alia: for or in expec-
tation of gain or reward, appearing on behalf of any person in 
any court, tribunal or inquiry having jurisdiction in the Islands.  
Thus, the restriction arguably applies to arbitration proceedings 
in the TCI. 

Further, the Immigration Ordinance prohibits any person 
from working in the TCI without a work permit.

6.6 To what extent are there laws or rules in your 
jurisdiction providing for arbitrator immunity?

There are none.

6.7  Do the national courts have jurisdiction to deal with 
procedural issues arising during an arbitration?

The court may:
(1) fill the vacancy of an arbitrator or umpire;
(2) remove an arbitrator, umpire or referee;
(3) set aside an award or report;
(4) determine any question of law arising in the course of a 

reference; or
(5) declare that an award made by an arbitrator or umpire is 

not binding on a party to the award on the ground that it 
was made without jurisdiction,

otherwise there are no provisions giving the court jurisdiction to 
deal with procedural issues arising during an arbitration.

7 Preliminary Relief and Interim Measures

7.1  Is an arbitral tribunal in your jurisdiction permitted 
to award preliminary or interim relief?  If so, what types 
of relief?  Must an arbitral tribunal seek the assistance 
of a court to do so?

There are no provisions in the Ordinance dealing with prelimi-
nary or interim relief.

7.2  Is a court entitled to grant preliminary or interim 
relief in proceedings subject to arbitration?  In what 
circumstances?  Can a party’s request to a court for 
relief have any effect on the jurisdiction of the arbitration 
tribunal?

There are no provisions in the Ordinance giving the court 
power in support of arbitration proceedings granting prelimi-
nary or interim relief; however, a party may be able to rely on 
judicial pronouncements that have been made suggesting that 
the court has a very broad inherent jurisdiction upon which it 
may rely for the purpose of granting interim relief.

7.3  In practice, what is the approach of the national 
courts to requests for interim relief by parties to 
arbitration agreements?

This is difficult to say given the absence of local decisions.

7.4 Under what circumstances will a national court of 
your jurisdiction issue an anti-suit injunction in aid of an 
arbitration?

Again, this is difficult to say given the absence of local decisions.

5.4  What are the requirements (if any) imposed by 
law or issued by arbitration institutions within your 
jurisdiction as to arbitrator independence, neutrality 
and/or impartiality and for disclosure of potential 
conflicts of interest for arbitrators?

There are no requirements in the Ordinance and no arbitration 
institutions within the jurisdiction.

6 Procedural Rules

6.1  Are there laws or rules governing the procedure 
of arbitration in your jurisdiction?  If so, do those laws 
or rules apply to all arbitral proceedings sited in your 
jurisdiction? 

See the response to question 2.4 above.  The Ordinance, including 
the Schedule, applies to all arbitral proceedings in the TCI.

6.2  In arbitration proceedings conducted in your 
jurisdiction, are there any particular procedural steps 
that are required by law?

See the response to question 2.4 above.

6.3  Are there any particular rules that govern the 
conduct of counsel from your jurisdiction in arbitral 
proceedings sited in your jurisdiction?  If so: (i) do those 
same rules also govern the conduct of counsel from 
your jurisdiction in arbitral proceedings sited elsewhere; 
and (ii) do those same rules also govern the conduct of 
counsel from countries other than your jurisdiction in 
arbitral proceedings sited in your jurisdiction?

The conduct of an attorney called to the Bar of the TCI is 
governed by the Legal Profession Code of Professional Conduct 
(“the Code of Conduct”).  It applies to any court or tribunal, or 
any other person or body of persons before whom an attorney 
appears as an advocate.  It only extends to attorneys admitted to 
practice in accordance with the Legal Profession Ordinance and 
thus would not govern the conduct of counsel from outside the 
jurisdiction in arbitral proceedings sited in the TCI.

6.4 What powers and duties does the national law of 
your jurisdiction impose upon arbitrators?

The powers of arbitrators are set out in section 8 of the 
Ordinance, which provides:

“Arbitrators or an umpire acting under a submission, unless the submis-
sion expresses a contrary intention, shall have power––
(a) to administer oaths or to take the affirmations of parties and 

witnesses appearing;
(b) to state an award as to the whole or part thereof in the form of a 

special case for the opinion of the court; and
(c) to correct in any award any clerical mistake or error arising from 

any accidental slip or omission.”

6.5 Are there rules restricting the appearance of lawyers 
from other jurisdictions in legal matters in your jurisdiction 
and, if so, is it clear that such restrictions do not apply to 
arbitration proceedings sited in your jurisdiction?

The Legal Profession Ordinance prohibits the practising of 
law by any person whose name is not entered on the Roll of 



399GrahamThompson

International Arbitration 2020
© Published and reproduced with kind permission by Global Legal Group Ltd, London

8.4  What, if any, laws, regulations or professional rules 
apply to the production of written and/or oral witness 
testimony?  For example, must witnesses be sworn in 
before the tribunal and is cross-examination allowed?

Save as appears in the response to question 8.2 above, there 
are no applicable laws or regulations.  The Code of Conduct 
contains provisions dealing with the examination of witnesses.

8.5  What is the scope of the privilege rules under 
the law of your jurisdiction? For example, do all 
communications with outside counsel and/or in-house 
counsel attract privilege? In what circumstances is 
privilege deemed to have been waived?

Communications with outside counsel attract privilege.

9 Making an Award

9.1  What, if any, are the legal requirements of an 
arbitral award?  For example, is there any requirement 
under the law of your jurisdiction that the award contains 
reasons or that the arbitrators sign every page?

Para. 3 of the Schedule to the Ordinance provides that:
“The arbitrators shall make their award in writing within three months 
after entering on the reference or after having been called on to act by 
notice in writing from any party to the submission or on or before any 
later date to which the arbitrators by writing signed by them, may from 
time to time extend the time for making the award.”

Section 15 of the Ordinance also gives a power to the arbitra-
tors, umpire and the court to extend the time for the award.

Otherwise, there are no other legal requirements of an arbi-
tral award.

9.2  What powers (if any) do arbitral tribunals have to 
clarify, correct or amend an arbitral award?

No such powers are referred to in the Ordinance.

10 Challenge of an Award

10.1  On what bases, if any, are parties entitled to 
challenge an arbitral award made in your jurisdiction?

By section 16(2) of the Ordinance, the court may set aside the 
award where an arbitrator, umpire or referee has misconducted 
himself, or the arbitration award has been improperly procured.

Further, pursuant to Order 73, rule 2(2) of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court 2000, an application may be made to a single 
judge in court for a declaration that an award is not binding on 
a party to the award on the ground that it was made without 
jurisdiction.

10.2  Can parties agree to exclude any basis of challenge 
against an arbitral award that would otherwise apply as a 
matter of law?

The Ordinance makes no provision for this.

7.5 Does the law of your jurisdiction allow for the 
national court and/or arbitral tribunal to order security 
for costs?

No.  The position is as it was in England and Wales before the 
Arbitration Act 1934.

7.6 What is the approach of national courts to the 
enforcement of preliminary relief and interim measures 
ordered by arbitral tribunals in your jurisdiction and in 
other jurisdictions?

See the responses to questions 7.1–7.3 above.

8 Evidentiary Matters

8.1  What rules of evidence (if any) apply to arbitral 
proceedings in your jurisdiction?

There are no rules of evidence that specifically apply to arbitral 
proceedings in the TCI.

8.2  What powers does an arbitral tribunal have to order 
disclosure/discovery and to require the attendance of 
witnesses?

Save as hereinafter appears, the Ordinance makes no provision 
in respect of disclosure/discovery; however, section 9 provides 
that:

“Any party to a submission may sue out a writ of subpoena ad testif-
icandum or of subpoena duces tecum, but no person shall be compelled 
under any such writ to give any evidence or produce any document which 
he could not be compelled to give or to produce on the trial of an action.”

Section 17 provides that:
“For the purposes of compelling the attendance of any witness or the 
production of any document in proceedings before an arbitrator, umpire 
or referee, the court shall have the same powers as it possesses for these 
purposes in proceedings before the court.”

Further, paras 6 and 7 of the Schedule also provide that:
“6. The parties to the reference, and all persons claiming through them 
respectively, shall, subject to any legal objection, submit to be exam-
ined by the arbitrators or umpire, an oath or affirmation, in relation 
to the matters in dispute, and shall subject as aforesaid produce before 
the arbitrators or umpire all books, deeds, papers, accounts, writings 
and documents within their possession or power respectively, which may 
be required or called for, and do all other things relevant to the matter 
under reference which during the proceedings the arbitrator or umpire 
may require.
7. The witnesses on the reference shall, if the arbitrators or umpire so 
require, be examined on oath or affirmation.”

8.3  Under what circumstances, if any, can a national 
court assist arbitral proceedings by ordering disclosure/
discovery or requiring the attendance of witnesses?

See the response to question 8.2 above.
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Unfortunately, the provisions of the Overseas Judgment 
(Reciprocal Enforcement) Ordinance have not been extended 
to any country with the result that any foreign award will have to 
be enforced at common law, which requires bringing proceed-
ings on it.

11.4 What is the effect of an arbitration award in terms 
of res judicata in your jurisdiction?  Does the fact that 
certain issues have been finally determined by an arbitral 
tribunal preclude those issues from being re-heard in a 
national court and, if so, in what circumstances?

There are no local decisions on this issue and so the local courts 
would be guided by decisions of the courts of England and 
Wales and other Commonwealth jurisdictions.

11.5 What is the standard for refusing enforcement of 
an arbitral award on the grounds of public policy?

Again, there are no local decisions dealing with this issue (indeed, 
there are very few reported cases in which foreign judgments in 
personam have been denied recognition or enforcement in England 
on grounds of public policy, no doubt because this concept is 
narrowly interpreted in the English conflict of laws (see Dicey, 
Morris & Collins, The Conflict of Laws (15th Ed.) para. 16-125)).

12 Confidentiality

12.1  Are arbitral proceedings sited in your jurisdiction 
confidential? In what circumstances, if any, are 
proceedings not protected by confidentiality?  What, if 
any, law governs confidentiality?

There is no statutory provision in the Ordinance or else-
where dealing with privacy and confidentiality in the arbitra-
tion context.  The relevant law is therefore the common law and 
the obligation of confidentiality is implied into the arbitration 
agreement as a matter of law, albeit subject to exceptions and the 
reservations expressed by the Privy Council in Associated Electric 
& Gas Insurance Services Ltd v European Reinsurance Co of Zurich 
[2003] UKPC 11 at [20].

12.2  Can information disclosed in arbitral proceedings 
be referred to and/or relied on in subsequent 
proceedings?

It is difficult to say given the difficulty which results from the 
relatively undefined scope of the obligation of confidentiality 
imposed at common law.

13 Remedies / Interests / Costs

13.1  Are there limits on the types of remedies (including 
damages) that are available in arbitration (e.g., punitive 
damages)?

There are no statutory provisions; however, the general common 
law rules apply and so punitive damages would not be available 
in an arbitration governed by TCI law.

13.2  What, if any, interest is available, and how is the 
rate of interest determined?

There are no provisions in the Ordinance dealing with the 

10.3  Can parties agree to expand the scope of appeal 
of an arbitral award beyond the grounds available in 
relevant national laws?

The Ordinance makes no provision for this.

10.4 What is the procedure for appealing an arbitral 
award in your jurisdiction?

There is no route of appeal.  The only provision is for the setting 
aside of an award on the limited grounds referred to in the 
response to question 10.1 above.  By Order 73, rule 4, an appli-
cation to court to set aside an award under section 16(2) of the 
Ordinance or otherwise must be made within six weeks after 
the award has been made and published to the parties.  In the 
case of every such application, the notice of motion must state 
in general terms the grounds of the application and, where the 
motion is founded on evidence by affidavit, a copy of every affi-
davit intended to be used must be served with that notice.

11 Enforcement of an Award

11.1 Has your jurisdiction signed and/or ratified the New 
York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement 
of Foreign Arbitral Awards?  Has it entered any 
reservations? What is the relevant national legislation?

The TCI is not a contracting party to and has not ratified the 
New York Convention.  It is a party to the Geneva Protocol on 
Arbitration Clauses.

11.2  Has your jurisdiction signed and/or ratified any 
regional Conventions concerning the recognition and 
enforcement of arbitral awards?

No, it has not.

11.3  What is the approach of the national courts in your 
jurisdiction towards the recognition and enforcement of 
arbitration awards in practice?  What steps are parties 
required to take?

Section 10 of the Ordinance provides that:
 “Any award on a submission may, by leave of the court, be enforced in 

the same manner as a judgment or order to the same effect.”

In respect of foreign arbitration awards, Order 73, rule 6 
provides that:
 “Where an award is made in proceedings on an arbitration in any 

country to which the Overseas Judgment (Reciprocal Enforcement) 
Ordinance extends, being a country to which the said Ordinance has 
been applied, then, if the award has, in pursuance of the law in force 
in the place where it is made, become enforceable in the same manner 
as a judgment given by a court in that place, the Overseas Judgments 
(Reciprocal Enforcement) Rules shall apply in relation to the award 
as they apply in relation to a judgment given by a court in that place, 
subject, however, to the following modifications-
(a) for reference to the country of the original court there shall be 

substituted references to the place where the award was made, and
(b) the affidavit required by rule 5 of the said Rules must state (in 

addition to the other matters required by that rule) that to the 
best of the information or belief of the deponent the award has, 
in pursuance of the law in force in the place where it was made, 
become enforceable in the same manner as a judgment given by 
a court in that place.”
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14.2 How many Bilateral Investment Treaties (“BITs”) 
or other multi-party investment treaties (such as the 
Energy Charter Treaty) is your jurisdiction party to?

There are none known.

14.3  Does your jurisdiction have any noteworthy 
language that it uses in its investment treaties (for 
example, in relation to “most favoured nation” or 
exhaustion of local remedies provisions)?  If so, what is 
the intended significance of that language?

There are none known.

14.4  What is the approach of the national courts in 
your jurisdiction towards the defence of state immunity 
regarding jurisdiction and execution?

There are no local decisions known and so the national courts 
would be guided by decisions of the courts of England and 
Wales and other Commonwealth jurisdictions.

15 General

15.1  Are there noteworthy trends or current issues 
affecting the use of arbitration in your jurisdiction (such 
as pending or proposed legislation)?  Are there any 
trends regarding the type of disputes commonly being 
referred to arbitration?

Arbitration is rarely used given the antiquated state of the appli-
cable legislation; however, the current Chief Justice has indi-
cated a strong desire to have the law modernised and to develop 
the jurisdiction as a seat.

15.2  What, if any, recent steps have institutions in your 
jurisdiction taken to address current issues in arbitration 
(such as time and costs)?

There are none.  See the response to question 15.1 above.

award of interest, though assuming any award is to be enforced 
through the Supreme Court, statutory post-judgment interest at 
the rate of 6% per annum may be awarded pursuant to section 20 
of the Civil Procedure Ordinance (Cap. 4.01).

13.3  Are parties entitled to recover fees and/or costs 
and, if so, on what basis?  What is the general practice 
with regard to shifting fees and costs between the 
parties? 

Section 19 of the Ordinance provides that:
 “Any order made under this Ordinance may be made on such terms as 

to costs, or otherwise, as the authority making the order thinks just.”

Para. 9 of the Schedule to the Ordinance provides that:
 “The costs of the reference and award shall be in the discretion of the 

arbitrators or umpire who may direct to and by whom and in what 
manner those costs or any part thereof shall be paid, and may tax 
or settle the amount of costs to be paid or any part thereof, and may 
award costs to be paid as between attorney and client.”

The general rule applied is that costs follow the event.

13.4  Is an award subject to tax?  If so, in what 
circumstances and on what basis?

There is no tax in the TCI.

13.5  Are there any restrictions on third parties, 
including lawyers, funding claims under the law of your 
jurisdiction?  Are contingency fees legal under the law of 
your jurisdiction?  Are there any “professional” funders 
active in the market, either for litigation or arbitration?

Both champerty and maintenance remain illegal in the TCI and 
contingency fees are unlawful.

As far as we are aware, there are no professional funders 
active in the TCI market for either litigation or arbitration.

14 Investor State Arbitrations

14.1  Has your jurisdiction signed and ratified the 
Washington Convention on the Settlement of Investment 
Disputes Between States and Nationals of Other States 
(1965) (otherwise known as “ICSID”)?

It is possible that ICSID extends to the TCI through the UK’s 
signature and ratification; however, there has been no order in 
council extending it to the TCI and there is no local legislation 
dealing with it.
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Stephen Wilson QC, MCIArb, heads the Litigation & Dispute Resolution practice group in the Turks and Caicos Islands (“TCI”) office.  Stephen 
has appeared in many of the TCI’s recent headline cases involving disputes in the tourism and hospitality, banking, real estate, insurance and 
construction/building sectors. 
Stephen is ranked as a BAND 1 ATTORNEY by Chambers and Partners Global, as follows:
“Stephen Wilson QC heads the firm’s dispute resolution practice in Turks & Caicos and is singled out as one of the leading advocates in the 
jurisdiction.  Sources particularly note his strong work ethic, and highlight his ability ‘to assimilate and counter any point raised by the other side 
very quickly.’  Peers are also highly impressed by his abilities, with one lawyer being moved to observe: ‘If I had a code-red referral, Stephen would 
be at the top of my list.’  His considerable expertise covers a variety of disputes involving clients in the financial services, hospitality, insurance 
and construction industries.” (Chambers Global 2018.)
“Stephen Wilson QC is a ‘very tenacious’ litigator and well liked by clients.  His litigation experience spans a variety of areas, including financial 
services, property and employment disputes.  Peers rate him as a’good advocate,’ stating that ‘he’s very bright and knows his stuff.’”  And: “[He] 
heads the disputes team in the firm’s Turks & Caicos office and is a highly respected disputes practitioner.  In addition to his Turks & Caicos work, he 
has appeared in a number of cross-border arbitrations involving Bahamas-related issues.” (Chambers Global 2020.)
Stephen is sought after in TCI for his expertise with complex corporate and commercial disputes.  He has worked on multi-jurisdictional 
claims, multi-party actions and insolvencies, liquidations and receiverships involving local and international parties.  Stephen has also 
appeared in a number of domestic and international arbitrations in TCI and elsewhere.

GrahamThompson
Unit A200 Graceway House
Graceway Plaza
Leeward Highway
Providenciales
Turks and Caicos Islands

Tel: +1 649 339 4130
Email: sw@gtclaw.com
URL: www.grahamthompson.com
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Turks and Caicos Islands

Founded by Peter Graham CMG and Bernard Thompson in New Providence, 
Bahamas in 1950 and serving a client base that is both domestic and inter-
national, the top-ranked GrahamThompson is a highly regarded law firm 
with extensive expertise in: banking and finance; corporate, commercial 
and securities; employment and labour; immigration and naturalisation; 
insurance; civil and commercial litigation, arbitration and dispute resolu-
tion; private clients, trusts and estates; property and development; and 
shipping, admiralty and aviation.
The firm maintains its head office in the heart of downtown Nassau in New 
Providence, Bahamas, and operates three additional locations: Freeport, 
Grand Bahama; Lyford Cay in Western New Providence; and Providenciales, 
Turks and Caicos Islands.  The firm is led by Managing Partner, Judith 
Whitehead, and in the Turks and Caicos Islands by Stephen Wilson QC.  
Stephen is one of the firm’s two Queen’s Counsel. 
The firm and attorneys from GrahamThompson have been recognised 
and awarded by top international ranking agencies.  In consecutive years 
including 2020, GrahamThompson has been recognised by Chambers and 
Partners Global as a leading law firm in general business law.  Attorneys 

from GrahamThompson have similarly received leading lawyer designa-
tions in areas of general business law, dispute resolution and real estate.  
The firm is also recognised by Chambers and Partners HNW, as a leading 
law firm in the high-net-worth sector, specifically offshore trusts, with 
similar recognitions for individual attorneys.  The firm has also been distin-
guished by IFLR 1000 Financial and Corporate as a top-tier firm in consec-
utive years including 2020.  Individual attorneys have also appeared on 
Citywealth Leaders Lists.

www.grahamthompson.com
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